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November 26, 2017 

PHBern, Hochschulzentrum vonRoll,  
Fabrikstrasse 6 und 8, 3012 Bern, Switzerland

Organized by

►	International Holocaust Remembrance  
	 Alliance (IHRA)
►	Pädagogische Hochschule Bern (PHBern)  
►	In cooperation with the Federal Department  
	 of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) of Switzerland  
	 and the Swiss Chairmanship of the IHRA
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Pirna-Sonnenstein, gas chamber, today memorial   
Thomas Lutz, Topographie des Terrors Berlin



Program

09:00 Registration of participants, welcome with coffee and cookies
09:30 Opening  remarks

►► Brigitte Bailer, IHRA Committee for the Organization of the  
Conference

09:35 Welcome  
►► Ambassador Benno Bättig, Chair of the IHRA, FDFA of Switzerland

09:40 Greetings  
►► Prof. Dr. Andrea Schweizer, Deputy Director PHBern

09:45 Panel 1: Ideology and the German and Austrian case
►► Regula Argast, Swiss Eugenics and its Impact on Nazi Racial  
Hygiene

►► Paul Weindling, Reconstructing the Lives, Deaths and Body Part 
Histories of the Victims of Nazi “Euthanasia” Killings in Germany 
and Annexed Austria

Moderator: Brigitte Bailer, Documentation Center of Austrian Resis-
tance, Austria

10:45 Coffee break
11:15 Panel 2: Western Europe 

►► Isabelle von Bueltzingsloewen, Starvation in French Asylums during 
the German Occupation : Reality and Misinterpretations 

►► G.J.C. (Cecile) aan de Stegge, New data on the mortality in Dutch 
psychiatric institutions 1940–1945

Moderator: Karel Berkhoff, NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies, Netherlands

12:15 Lunch



13:30 Panel 3: Eastern Europe
►► Michal Šimunek, The Action “T4” in Bohemia and Moravia in  
Context, 1939–1941

►► Filip Marcinowski/Tadeusz Nasierowski, The Extermination of the 
Mentally Ill in Occupied Poland. The Beginning of Genocide

►► Alexander Friedman, Extermination of people with disabilities in the 
occupied territories of the USSR. The Case of Belarus

►► Björn M.Felder, Massmurder, Starvation, and Experimentation – 
Nazi Euthanasia in the Baltics 1941–1944

Moderator: Juliane Wetzel, Center for Research on Antisemitism  
Technical University Berlin, Germany

15:30 Coffee break
16:00 Panel 4: Continuities and Comparisons

►► Sara Berger, “Murder was already their profession”. The Aktion T4 
staff in the Aktion Reinhardt extermination camps

►► Yehuda Bauer, Non-Jewish Victims of National Socialism: People 
with Disabilities and Others

Moderator: Dominique Trimbur, Foundation for the Remembrance of 
the Shoah, France

17:00 Coffee break
17:30 Round Table

Education on Mass Murder of people with disabilities and Holocaust 
education – similarities, possible synergies

Participants:
►► Jan Erik Schulte (Gedenkstätte Hadamar, Germany) 
►► Florian Schwanninger (Hartheim Memorial, Austria)  
►► Thomas Lutz (Topographie des Terrors, Berlin, IHRA Museums and 
Memorial Working Group) 

►► Otto Rühl (Danish Institute for International Studies, IHRA Educa-
tion Working Group) 

►► David Silberklang (Yad Vashem, Israel, IHRA Academic Working 
Group)

Moderator: Rob Williams, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
USA

18.45 End of Conference


